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A NEW BEGINNING 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

John 1:1-18 

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 

11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness 

about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace.[d] 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 

the Father's side, he has made him known. 
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God… And the Word became flesh and lived among us.” (John 1:1, 14) 

 

The opening words of John’s Gospel are borrowed. “In the beginning.” Retelling how 

God created the heavens and the earth is not what John is trying to do here. He 

borrows those words, “In the beginning,” in order to tell about the One who was there 

in the beginning. But who has brought a new beginning? 

 

A new beginning: We sure could use some of that now. Tonight, when the clock strikes 

midnight, it will be the New Year. Will tomorrow bring a new beginning? This swiftly 

passing year of 2015 has seen more of the brutality of the so-called Islamic State, 

terrorist attacks in Kenya, San Bernardino, and Paris, civil war in Yemen, gun violence, 

racist violence, and domestic terror here in the US. Yeah, we could do with a new 

beginning. 

 

This swiftly passing year of 2015 has seen Immanuel continue to reach out to the 

neighborhood. Through the food pantry, community picnic, and the Immanuel Manor 

Bible Class. Yet, we wonder how much of a difference we’re actually making. What 

would a new beginning look like in our ministry here? 

 

This swiftly passing year of 2015 is nearly over. As you reflect upon it, have you grown in 

your faith this past year? Have you grown in your spiritual maturity? Did you break any 

bad habits? Did you establish any new good habits? Someone recently asked me, 

“What’s new?” That’s a question I take seriously. I’ve been taught that new is good. 

So, when I hear that question, I have to stop and think about it. Is there anything new 

in my life? Is there any change for the better? Or, have I managed to get through a 

whole year just being the same? 

 

I think of our middle son, Taylor, newly graduated from MIZZOU, who will in a just a 

couple of days, move with his new wife, Ghazal, to Los Angeles. Where they will both 

pursue further education. I think of Linda and me making a similar move at that same 

age. Driving from St. Louis to Ojai, California in 1984 so I could be installed as pastor in 
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my first call. This will be a new beginning for Taylor and Ghazal. It will be new for us, 

too, having him so far away.  

 

I am reminded of what John is talking about here in chapter one of his Gospel. 

Something new… a new beginning.  We have the God who created in the 

beginning… doing so again. The pinnacle of that seven-day creation came on the 

sixth day. What did God create on the sixth day? Human beings. Well, the pinnacle of 

John chapter one comes in verse 14 with the announcement of a human being who is 

also God. “The Word became flesh.” God did not create Him. The Word was with God 

in the beginning. But God did send the Word made flesh to create something. A new 

beginning for human history. A new beginning for God’s creation and for His human 

creatures. 

 

How many days did the first creation take? Seven. How many miraculous signs did 

John record in His Gospel? Seven: water into wine, healing of the official’s son, healing 

at the Pool of Bethesda, feeding the 5000, walking on water, healing of the man born 

blind, and raising Lazarus. Seven days of creation. Seven signs. But then John records 

yet one more sign, an eighth sign… like an eighth day, like the beginning of a new 

week; the beginning of a new era; the beginning of a new creation. Jesus died and 

rose again.  

 

A new creation, so John tells us that Jesus died, was buried, and rose again in a 

garden. John is the only Gospel writer to tell us this: “At the place where Jesus was 

crucified there was a garden and in the garden a new tomb…they laid Jesus there.” 

(John 19:41-42) A garden. So, when Mary Magdalene saw Jesus on Easter, she thought 

she was seeing the gardener. A garden? Why? What’s the point he’s trying to make?  

 

Recall the Garden of Eden. A garden, to say that here with Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, He had begun a new creation… a garden to say that the God who 

created in the beginning has done so again. As the heavens and the earth were 

created through His Word, “Let there be,” so now had the new creation begun 

through His Word made flesh.  
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A garden to say that just as in the beginning the darkness was challenged by His Word, 

“Let there be light,” so now is the darkness of this fallen creation and us fallen 

creatures challenged by the Word made flesh. The Light has come into this darkness to 

begin a new creation, to make a new beginning.  

 

Into this swiftly arriving New Year of 2016, that Light will go forth. Something can 

happen to people, which cause them to become new. The Light will go forth, causing 

people “to receive Him, to believe in His name, to be given the right to become 

children of God.” (John 1:12) That has already happened to you and me, and it will 

happen to others. The great drama of God and His creation, the great drama of the 

coming of His new creation is a drama in search of actors and new actors. There is a 

part for everyone to play, including you and me. 

 

What will that look like for you and me in the New Year? I don’t know. Sometimes it 

may look to us like we’re improvising. Who will direct us?  

 

By way of the script of Holy Scriptures, the Light of the world, the Word made flesh, will 

direct us. He will challenge the darkness we face out there and inside ourselves.  

 

By His grace, there will be new beginnings.  Amen 

 


